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Scott Nevins live! 


A Young, Sexy, Gay-er Kathy Griffin! 


J. Clinton Millc 
1-800-340 


Sunday, December 14th, 2008 

5pm-9pm - 

Rainbow Room Bingo Hall" - 
2413 Sunshine Road, Allentown 
S20 in advance• 

Hundreds of dollars in cifnt grizes!! 

Order advance tickets qn-Bn*^ 


Limited Seating- ReserveihJwsrcS^' 

610-432-5449/ infb^^iivenshy.org 

Non-smoking evert. Sendwcres & wei-rsrts f:r sae' 

Benefits The PA DiversitVoNe*vvmlc>y«Yl]l?v:a.jy i (»5^ss^ 
Rainbow Families, The Gib.m>r l ehitjli V.illey Gl B r' 
Xnfolinc and The PDN Resource. 
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god or namiMBg? 

(a musical comedy in two lives) 

mm* 

P*-V« r 

AT MCCLV 

930 North 4th Street, Allentown 
NOVEMBER 14TH-8PM 
NOVEMBER 15TH-2PM 
(50% of matinee proceeds to 
benefit F.A.C.T.) 
NOVEMBER 15TH-7 PM 
Suggested Donation: 

$15 (At The Door) _ 


PRIDE OF THE CREATER LEHICH VALLEY, 

host of the annual Pride in the Park celebration, will host award winning 
television/radio personality and comedian Scott Nevins on Friday, November 14 at 
the Allentown Brew Works Gravity Lounge (812 W. Hamilton St. Allentown). Tickets 
for Scott Nevins Live! are $20.00 per person. Admission includes drink specials ($4 
Cosmos & $6 Flagship Draft Pitchers) and a chef-attended mashed potato martini bar 
from 6:00 - 8:00pm. The action and laughs begin at 8:00pm 


PDN BINGO DEC 14 


THE LEHICH VALLEY CAY MEN S CHORUS 
15TH SEASON HOLIDAY CONCERT 

“Dance of the Sugar Plum Fairies" on Saturday, November22,8pm at Wesley United 
Methodist Church, 2450 Center St. Bethlehem and Sunday November 23, 4pm at 
Grace Episcopal Church, 5th and Linden Sts, Allentown. Tickets: $15 Adults/Seniors 
and $ 12 students. Reception at each concert. _ 


PDN BINCO 

PA Diversity Network 
oliday Bingo - 
December 14, 5pm to 
9pm at Rainbow Bingo 
Hall, 2413 Sunshine Rd., 
Allentown (near Lehigh 
St. & 309 behind 
Redner’s).100s of dollars 
in cash prizes. Other 
prizes that will be 
excellentfor holiday gifts! 

Tickets: $20 per person 
in advance, $25 at the 
door. Purchase advance 
tickets on-line at 
www.padiversity.org. 
Your ticket gives you 
cards to play all night! 
Food and beverages 
available for sale. All 
proceeds benefit PDN. A 
nonsmokingevent! 

Businesses & 
[organizations: please 
support PDN by donating 
prizes. Contact PDN ati 
info @ padiversity.org or 
1610-432-5449 for more 
information. 


Lehioh Valley 

Dama* if A 

WnceoMef.- - 


Saturday 
November 224 

R P.M. ’ 


8 P.M. 

Wesley United 
Methodist Church 
2540 Center St. 
(Rte 512) 
■ Detfrkhcm , PA 11 


’ ar Mint Fairies 


Fall and 

loliday Concert 


Sunday Y r 
November 23 
4 P.M. 

Grace Episcopal Church 
108 N. 5th St. 
Allentown, PA 


St. Reception at each concert! 

Tickets $15 Adults/Seniors 
A ^ f $Io Students 
Artistic Director. Thomas Molessa, Accompanist 
2813 information@lv 9 c. 0 rg www.lv 9 mc.or 9 


ILVCMC CONCERT NOV 11 & 23| 


BECOME A PDN MEMBERTO RECEIVE THE VALLEY CAY PRESS IN THE MAIL, SEE PACE lO. 
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Dear WTA: So what’s really the difference between the candidates? Signed 
Super Voter 

Dear SV, PDN is a not-for-profit organization that cannot endorse 
candidates, but we can tell you where the candidates and their parties stand 
on GLBT issues. It’s possible that you may be reading this after the election, 
but it’s still importantto understandthe differences. 

SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 

Obama Supports civil unions and voted against the Federal Marriage 
Amendment. Supports repealing the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA). 
Opposes Proposition 8 (CA’s ballot initiative that would amend the state 
constitution to undo marriage equality). 

McCain Voted for DOMA in 1996. Believes “marriage is a union between 
one man and one woman," but opposed the FMA, saying marriage laws 
should be left up to the states. Supports Proposition 8 and Proposition 102, 
which would mend Arizona’s constitution to limit marriage to opposite-sex 
couples. 

EMPLOYMENT DISCRIMINATION 

Obama Cosponsored a bill in Illinois to prohibit employment discrimination 
based on sexual orientation and gender identity. Supports a transgender- 
inclusive federal EmploymentNon-DiscriminationAct(ENDA). 

McCain Voted against ENDA in 19996; it failed by one vote in the Senate. 
Has said, “I don’t believe that [gay people] belong in a special category.” 

ADOPTION 

Obama Supports equal adoption rights and said that he will work to “extend 
equal treatment in our family and adoption laws." 

McCain Said in a media interviewthat he doesn’t believe gay people should 
be allowed to adopt children and later said he supports adoption by two- 
parent, “traditional"families. 

“DON’T ASK, DON’TTELL” 

Obama says on his web site that we should “repeal ‘don’t ask, don’ttell’ and 
demonstrate that the most effective and professional military in the world is 
open to all Americans." Recently said he would work with military leaders to 
repeal the ban by consensus. 

McCain Believes" don't ask, don’t tell” is working and has said, “It would be 
a terrific mistake to even reopen the issue." 

HATE CRIMES LAWS 

Obama Cosponsor of the Matthew Shepard Local Law Enforcement Hate 
Crimes Prevention Act, which would add crimes based on sexual orientation 
and gender identity to those covered underthe federal hate-crimes law. 
McCain Opposed expanding hate-crimes legislation to include sexual 
orientation in 2000,2002, and 2004. Wasn’t present for the 2007 vote. 

IMMIGRATION 

Obama Supports the Uniting American Families Act that would allow U.S. 
citizens or permanent residents to sponsor their same-sex foreign partners 
for immigration to the U.S. 

McCain opposes the UAFA. 

HIV/AIDS 

Obama Supports the Ryan White Act, the President's Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief, and comprehensive sex education that includes information 
about HI Vand AIDS. 

McCain Supports PEPFAR and has consistently backed the Ryan White 
Act but in 1995 voted for an amendment to prohibit funding from being used 
for “encouragement of homosexuality or intravenous drug use." Supports 
abstinence-on Ivsex education. 


HELLO 
CHIPMUNK 
REAPERS, 

When Liz & Trish told me this space is going to be split 
between Phil Healing and myself and the readers 
would be shared between the two of us, I wondered 
how the readers would feel getting "passed around." 
I'm guessing it's nothingthat hasn't happened before. 

But absence makes the heart grow fonder and I have 
missed you. Since my last column, I auditioned for and 
got accepted into The New York Gay Men's Chorus. I 
felt really honored. The chorus is open to everyone and 
this year there are 226 members, 224 guys and 2 
women. Every Monday night we meet at the GLBT 
Community Center on 13th Street and sing and kibitz. 
We're working hard on a plethora of songs for our 
holiday show. Some religious, some secular, some 
pop, Ire a feel good concert with a serious message. If 
you happen to be in New York on December 9 our 
holiday concert is at Carnegie Hall. I am excited. 

Before the holiday concert one gig worth writing home 
about. October 26 is New York’s Walkathon to Fight 
Diabetes. After the walk a concert is scheduled for the 
walkers, starring Gloria Gaynor. The Disco Diva will 
sing I Will Survive and the chorus is going to be her 
back up singers. 

Ms. Gaynor showed up one Monday at one of our 
rehearsals. Kip, our stand-in conductor that night, 
spoke to us before she arrived. "I heard we were going 
to sing with Gloria Gaynor and... at first I was afraid." 

The chorus laughed. 


"SCOTTY IN THE CITY"ALTERNATES 
MONTHLY WITH "A LITTLE BIT OF 
HEALINC" 


Regarding Congressional Races - including 
the 15th Congressional District Race 
between Charlie Dent (R) and Sam Bennett 
(D) you may want to take party platforms on 
GLBT Issues into consideration: 

Hate Crimes 


Democrat: "We will pass the Local Law 
Enforcement Hate Crimes Prevention Act (that 
includes GLBT)" 

Republican: No mention of GLBT 
Non-Discrimination 


D: Will pass GLBT ENDA 
R: No mention of GLBT 
Military 


D: Repeal of "Don't Ask Don't Tell" 

R: "We affirm the incompatibility of homosexuality 
with military service." 

Marriage Equality 


D: WilT Repeal Federal DOMA "We support the full 
inclusion of all families, including same-sex couples, 
in the life of our nation, and support equal 
responsibility, benefits, and protections." 

R: "We call for a constitutional amendment that 
fully protects marriage as a union of a man and a 
woman, so that judges cannot make other 
arrangements equivalent to it." 


CHECKOUT PA DIVERSITY'S WEBSITE ATWWW.PADIVERSITY.ORC 
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AVEN 

CROUP 

HAVEN MEETINGS : every 
Wednesday from 7:00 - 9:00PM at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church, 
424 Center Street, Bethlehem. 
Meetings are open to GLBTAQI 
r youth ages 14-20. Adult facilitator 
/volunteers are needed for 
Wednesday evening meetings. 
Contact Pete Pellegrino 
havenyouthgroup@hotmail.com or 
visit Haven's Web page 
atwww.uuclvpa. orq/haven 


CLOSS EVENTS 

The Gav & Lesbian Organized Sports 
f Society (GLOSS) offers indoor & outdoor 
f activities throughout the year. NewGLBT 
and allied members are always welcome 
regardlessof skill level. 

By the time you read this the winter 
schedule will be in effect. 

Bowling: the 2nd Friday of the month, at 
8:45pm at the Playdrome, 15th St. & 
Sumner Ave., Allentown. Pinochle: the 2nd 
Saturday of the month, at 7:00pm at the 
Moose Lounge, 28 North 10th Street, 
Allentown. Racquetball: every Thursday 
and Saturday, at 7:00pm at the 24/7 
Fitness Club, Allentown. 

GLOSS has an email newsletter that 
will keep you updated on all their events. 
To sign up for the newsletter go to the 
website. 

GLOSS is always looking for people 
willing to be activity leaders. If your 
favorite activity is not listed, they will help 
you organize an event or outing by 
promoting it in the newsletter and 
website. Email: lnfo@gloss.org. 
Website: www. gloss .org. 


RAINBOW AA 

Rainbow AA meetings Monday and 
Thursdays, 7:30pm 2nd fir, Church of the 
Mediator -1620 Turner St. Allentown, AA 
Hotline:610-882-0558. 


LV BEARS 

Lehigh Valley Bears social group meets 
at the Stonewall, 28 N 10th St. in 
Allentown, at 8 pm on the first Saturday 
of every month. Meet at the end of the 
bar under the moosehead. Bears and 
bear admirers, are welcome. Contact Ira 
Fine at: iramfine@aol.com or 610-767- 
7363 for information. Lehigh Valley 
Bears have a yahoo group 
:http://groups.yahoo.com/group/lvbears 
See a Bears definition at PON's web site. 


DIGNITY CHAPTER 

FOR GLBT CATHOLICS 

Dignity of the Lehigh Valley gathers for 
worship and fellowship at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, 1900 E. 
Pennsylvania Avenue, Allentown, PA, 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at 
6:00 PM. GLBTA Catholics and friends 
are welcome. Those who desire to share 
in Eucharist are welcome to receive the 
Sacraments of the Church. Please 
contact dignitylehighvalley@ 
yahoo.com or visit the blog at: 
www.DignityLHV.blogspot.com. 


GAYDAR 

BECOMES 

GAY MATTER 

A note from Gay Matter 
editor/publisherSteve Libby: 

Thank you for supporting our 
publication over these past three and a 
half years. Please note these changes 
for contacting us. Gaydar Magazine is 
now Gay Matter (the fun part of your 
brain!)Our new email is: gaymatter 
magazine@gmail.com. The mailing 
address remains: 1814 W. Congress St., 
2nd Floor, Allentown, PA 18104 Please 
continue to send products for review to 
this address. My very best, Stephen T. 

Libby, Editor/Publisher, 484.951.9121 


CLOSS BOWL INC 

GLOSS Bowling meets on the second 
Friday of the month. Ira Fine, GLOSS 
Bowling coordinator, must contact the 
bowling alley to reserve the correct 
number of lanes. If you are interested, 
please contact Ira at: 
iramfine@aol.com, home phone: 610- 
,767-7363 cell phone: 610-462-4786. 
Bowlers meet near the snack bar 
around 8:45 pm, and usually start to 
bowl around 9:00 pm, which is when the 
league bowlers are finished. New 
people are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. There is no competition, so you 
do not have to be a good bowler. 
GLOSS is there for fun and camaraderie 
with other GLBTA people. 

PDN LIST OF 2008 

EVENTS: 

November 15- RACC 
Presentation on GLBT civil rights 
and advocacy 

December 14, 2008 - PDN Bingo 
December 2008 - Rainbow 
Families Christmas Party with 
MCCLV 


FACT 

COWBOYS AND 
DISCO DIVAS 
TEA DANCE 

Date: Sunday, November 16, 2008 
Beginning at 5:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m. 
Donation: $10.00 
Place: Allentown Brew Wbrks, 812 W. 
Hamilton Street, Allentown, PA 

FACT 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING 

Date: Monday, November 17, 2008 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

Place: FACT Office (at Chew and 12th 
Sts in Allentown next to Candida’s) 
Agenda Items: Approval of the budget, 
Election of Officers, Events for 2009 

FACT 

SNOW BALL 

PATE: SUNDAY, 

DECEMBER 7 

PLACE: HOLIDAY INN 
9TH AND HAMILTON STS, 
ALLENTOWN. PA 


METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY CHURCH 
OF THE LEHICH VALLEY 

Last Sunday of the Month Potluck @ 
MCCLV follows the morning worship 
service! Bring a dish to share. For more 
info contact Fellowship Ministry Leader 
Joleane Ferris at fellowship.ministry@ 
mcclv.org 

MCCLV Weight Loss Support Group- 

meets on Sundays following the 10:30 
AM morning worship. Information: 
Stephanie Heller: wishiwasatadeadshow 
@ yahoo.com 

MCCLV Sunday Morning Bible Study - 

every Sunday at 8:30 AM. Information, 
Christian .education @ mcclv.org. 

All U Can Eat Brunch Fundraiser 
November8 @ 10am (setup) 11am (meal 
time) 

20's / 30's Group Holding Monthly 
Meetings - The 20's / 30's group meets 
the last Thursday of every month at 7:00 
P M at MCCLV. Meetings consist of 
prayer, scripture, team building activities, 
games that encourage relationships and 
much more! Bring a snack and join the 
fun! For info email Stephanie Schaffer at 
20s30s @ mcclv.org 

FREE kids movie every Thursday at 
4:00 PM at the church. All are welcome. 
Parental permission is required. 
Parents/guardians are welcome to stay 
with their children during the movie. If a 
guardian cannot stay, a permission slip 
Available at the church) must be signed. ^ 





























GOBAB: GENTLEMEN 
OF BERKS & BEYOND 

Social activities, dinners, movies, hiking, 
biking, fun times and get togethers with 
friends who feel the same way that you do 
about sharing the brotherhood of 
life.www.GOBAB.org http://www. 
myspace. com/gobab 


PFLAG NEWS 

PFLAG - Parents, Families & Friends of 
Lesbians & Gays, www.eastern-pa- 
pflag.org. e-mail:info@eastern-pa- 
pflag.org. Meeting locations: LV - 1st 
Tues., 1st Pres. Cnurch, Allentown. 610- 
967-5219. Reading - 3rd Tues., Unitarian 
Universalist Church, Reading. 610-967- 
5219. Monroe - 3rd. Wed., New Location 
see web site. 570-620-1234. Pottsville- 
3rd Thursday at 6:30PM, Terrence Reiley 
Community Building, 216 N. 12th Street, 
Pottsville: 570-624-3151 or e-mail 
pf lagpottsville @ hotmail .com. 

Meeting Dates: Allentown: Nov. 4, Dec. 
2 Monroe: December 5 Reading: 
Nov. 18 


LGBTQATEEN GROUP 
SPECTRUM IN READING 

Spectrum is open to LGBTQ teens and 
their allies ages 14-18. Meetingsare held 
every Wednesday evening from 5:30 
p.m. -7:30 p.m. on the second floor of 
Planned Parenthood Reading's media 
center. Spectrum seeks adult volunteers 
to assist with the program. Criminal 
background checks, training and 
references are required. If you'd like to 
volunteer, contact sexuality educator 
and managerof Spectrum, Amber Brown 
at 610-376-0137. 


GAY & LESBIAN 

EPISCOPALIANS & FRIENDS 

GLEF meets regularly at Christ Episcopal 
Church at 435 Court Street, Reading, PA 
For info contact Dewayne Messengei 
through www.berksglef.org. 


READING PFLAG 

Meets at 6:30pm on the THIRD TUESDAY 
of each month, September through May at 
the First Unitarian Universalist Church of 
Reading & Berks County, 416 Franklin St. 
Reading. For information or to confirm 
scheduled meetings call: 610.858.9278. 
PFLAG information: call Help Line: 610- 
967-5219, www.eastern-pa-pflag.org or e- 
mail:info@eastem-pa-pflag.org. 



THEATER AT PENN 
STATE BERKS PRESENTS 

BUG a play byTony Winner Tracy Letts. 
November 6-8, 13-15 at 8pm in the 
Perkins Auditorium. Call 610-396-6371 
for more information, (for mature 
audiencesonly) 


GLBT SUPPORT GROUP 
BERKS COUNTY 

LGBTQ Support Group at Sanctuaiy 
Counseling in Douglassville. Join this 
group for an affirming, confidential 
experience of community and support! 
Meets the first and third Monday of each 
month at 6:30PM. Services are free for 
these groups. Nominal donations for 
materials/refreshments are 
appreciated. Sanctuary Counseling 
provides affirming counseling for the 
LGBTQ community, and is conveniently 
located for clients in northern Chester, 
southeastern Berks, and western 
Montgomery counties and the Route 
422 corridor. Please pre-register. 1 st & 
3rd Mondays 6:30pm 515 Old Swede 
Rd. Douglassville, Berks County. 610 
385-31 55 www.sanctuary 
counseling.com VGP Drop-Off spot. 


CLORA 

GLORA - The Gay and Lesbian 
Organization of Reading and Allentown 
- is a social GLBT group. For details 
about events, email 
GLORA@dejazzd.com or write 
GLORA, PO Box 414, Fredrick, PA 
19435. GLORA is a non-profit, social 
group for men and women, singles or 


BERKS CLBT 
RADIO SHOW 

PDN Exec. Director Liz Bradbury was 
a guest on Jason Lincoln’s GLBT radio 
show “Making Waves," on October 7. 

Jason’s show is broadcast from 
Kutztown University every Tuesday 
afternoon from 4pm to 6pm on 
Kutztown University Radio (KUR) at 
88.3 FM, throughout town at 1670 AM, 
throughout eastern Berks County at 
Service Electric Cable channel 24 or 

Hometown Utilicom channel 41, and_ 

streaming on-line at about her new novel Angel Food and Devil 
http://kur.kutztown .edu/ Dogs - A Maggie Gale Mystery. Jason 



Bradbury spoke mostly about GLBT welcomesGLBT community leaders as guests 
issues facing the local and PA State on the show or to tape a show at an earlier time. 
GLBT community, GLBT community If you are interested contact Jason at 
events and organizations, and a bit jasonlincoln@live.com. 


SY LVIA BY NICOLE HOLLANDER 

SYLVIA comic artist and author Nicole Hollander has graciously agreed to let Valley Gay Press feature Syl 
thanks to Nicole for this swell ODDortunitvITo see more Svlvia cartoons check the Svlvia website: www.nicole 
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ER 


Sue S« 


We’re into the fifteenth and final season of ER now and I hear 
that nobody cares but I’d like to pay homage. Dr. Abby Lockhart 
(Maura Tierney) and Dr. Greg Pratt (Mekhi Phifer) have already 
departed and by the time we get to the end of the season I’m going 
to need hip boots to navigate my happy, sad, grateful tears for this 
terrific show, which changed tne way we do television. We’ve 
already forgotten more about ER than many shows will ever 
accomplish. Its reach from the beginning was monumental. An 
amazing number of characters, scenes and parallel plots with 
each episode. Precision hand held camera work and breakneck 
pacing. Intricately layered scripts to capture the essence of any 
given moment, any given relationship in minutes, sometimes 
seconds of onscreen time. And, ensemble acting to rival any 
show. 

It’s well-regarded as the vehicle which propelled George 
Clooney to stardom (after appearances on how many other 
shows in the decade or so prior?) and introduced a host of now 
familiar actors, many known to us here and there but several who 
we will always associate with the doctors and nurses and patients 
they played on ER. His aunt Rosemary won an Emmy for her 
heart-breaking portrayal of an Alzheimer's patient who could only 
communicate through song, a genius stroke of incorporating her 
incredible vocal talents into the show. Other memorable guest 
appearances were turned in by Sally Field, Ray Liotta, Forest 
Whitaker, John Mahoney, Louise Fletcher, Alan Alda and a host of 
others. 

Some weeks it was truly revolutionary the way it educated while 
it entertained. Yeah, there were gimmicks and sweeps tricks to 
compete as other shows caught on but the writing stayed good for 
the most part and new characters engaged us and became as 
integral a part of our ER memories as Clooney, Anthony Edwards, 
Noah Wyle, Laura Innes, Eriq LaSalle and Julianna Margulies 
ever were. 

None moreso for me than Tierney’s Abby Lockhart. From her 
inception there, Lockhart had a troubled, outspoken edge. 
Flawed in so many ways, she nonetheless won us over with her 
passionate dedication to doing the job right. Lives were at stake, 
after all. As she struggled with her alcohol addiction and the stuff 
of everyday life, large and small, Tierney gave us a weekly primer 
on great acting. Abby's fall from grace last season, in particular, is 
as good as acting gets in any medium and it still infuriates me that 
it never even earned Tierney an Emmy nomination, let alone the 
award. Marilyn and I had the chance to see her in a strange Nicky 
Silver piece at Playwrights Horizons a few Sundays ago and while 
she was as good as I expected her to be, it was strange to see her 
without that white coat and stethoscope. But she had an acting 
career before ER and will manage more amazing work in the 
years ahead. I am most grateful to ER, though, for giving me a 
dose of her most every Thursday night for the past decade. 

Thanks John Wells and all associated with a great milestone in 
serial television.. .gotta go and see about those hip boots now! 

GO PHILLIES!!!! 


TOTALLY SCROOPED! 

AT TOUCHSTONE 

The Holiday Event Of The Season, Starring Comic Actor Pickles 
Reese.Two special holiday performances to benefit the Second 
Harvest Foodbank of the Lehigh Valley and Northeast 
Pennsylvania. TOTALLY SCROOGED?' A saucy solo send up of 
A Christmas Carol, starring comic actor PICKLES REESE, at: 
Touchstone Theatre 321 E. 4th Street, Bethlehem 
Touchstone Theatre. December 9 and 10 at 7pm. 

Admission by suggesteddonation$15.00 per person. 


■□□no 


PDN PHOTO PROJECT 
IN LANCASTER 

THE PA DIVERSITY NETWORK PHOTO 
PROJECT -300 Same-sex Couples: Facing Inequality isn’t 
quite to 300 couples yet, but just 10 more couples are 
needed to reach that goal. The Project was featured at Art in 
the Alley Gallery in Center City Lancaster for the entire 
month of October. PDN thanks Barry Russell of Rainbow 
Rose Community for arranging and sponsoring this show 
and the gallery for the supportive venue. 

The PDN Photo Project's photos of nearly 300 local same- 
sex couples serve to remind the mainstream public and 
elected officials of the discrimination and inequality the 
GLBT community continues to experience because the 
federal government and most states, including 
Pennsylvania continue to refuse to grant any legal 
recognition to same-sex relationships. 

If your group or organization would like to nost the Photo 
Project, please contact Project creator Liz Bradbury for more 
information. Ibradbury @ padiversity.org, 610-432-5449. 

TO VIEW A VIDEO AND PHOTOS OF THE PROJECT IN 
LANCASTER SEE THE PDN WEB SITE 
AT: WWW.PADIVERSITY.ORG 


TOUCHSTONE EVENTS 

Tickets for Christmas City Follies IX (Dec. 3-21) now on sale! 
Nov. 7-8 - An Evening at a British Music Hall, Produced by 
Chris Simmons: A mad-cap evening of songs, monologues 
and comic sketches from the heyday of popular live 
entertainment in Britain. Part of Touchstone's Village Voices 
series. Tickets for Friday's performance only are still 
available for $15 in advance by calling 610-867-1689, or 
purchase at the door. Performancebeginsat8pm. 

Nov. 14 - Yoga Mala: A Firehouse Friday event. Jai Yoga 
hosts a multi-media, live-action, philosophically-inspired, 
interactive yoga birthday party. 8pm; doors open at 7pm. 
Tickets available at the door for $ 10. 

Nov. 21 - In the Spirit of Cabaret 2008: A Firehouse Friday 
event. Laughter and emotion with a twist on American and 
European melodies by the talented students of Muhlenberg 
College. 8pm: doors open at 7pm. Tickets $5. 

Submissions for the gallery exhibit to accompany Christmas 
City Follies IX accepted from Oct. 1 Nov. 7. Submissions for 
the exhibit to accompany "The Mammy Project' and "Self: 
The Remix" will be accepted until Jan. 16. Contact Liz 
Wheeler at 610-867-1689 or liz@touchstone.org for info, or 
visit touchstone.org. All events are at: Touchstone Theatre, 
321 E. 4th Street, Beth lehem ,18015 
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Am Haskalah, Jewish Reconstructionisl 
Congregation, Services at Allentown JCC ai 
22nd and Tilghman Streets 
http://www.jrf.org/amhaskpa,610-435-3775 
ACCO-A Chorus Celebrating Women, 

AIDS Outreach-112 N. 5th St. Allentown, 
610.435.8424 
AIDSWALK- see FACT 
ASC- AIDS Service Center 610.974.8701 
BGMSG - Berk's County Gay Men's Socia 
Group - singles and couples social event* 
berksgmsg @ aol.com 

BMA- Bucks/Montgomery Alliance for Gay anc 
Lesbian Concerns 215-529-0360 
CIVIC and 19th St. Theater, 527 N 19th St, 610 
432-8943, <.civictheater,com> 

CUUPS -- Covenenat of Unitarian Universalis 
Pagans every 4th Sunday at noon at the UUCLV. 
uuclv_cuups@yahoogroups.com. 

DIGnity -"GLBT-friendly ministry for Catholics 
and their friends"- meets at St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church, 1900 E. Pennsylvania 
Avenue, Allentown 2nd and 4th Sundays at 6.00 
pm.DignityLHV.blogspot.comDignitylehighvalle 
y @yahoo.com 

Enigma Players-qacres@prolog.net 
equal @ agere - email: equal @ agere.com 
FACT- Fighting AIDS Continuously Togethei 
610.820.5519 

GaydarMagazine - www.gaydarmagazine.com 
GLEE at Air Products 

GLEF - Gay and Lesbian Episcopalians in Berks 
County .Christ Episcopal Church, in Reading 
610-374-8269, email info@berksglef.org,. 
GLISN- at Dun & Bradstreet, 

GLORA- Gay and Lesbian Organization ol 
Reading and Allentown www.glora. 1 colony.com, 
glora @ dejazzed.com 

GLOSS - Gay and Lesbian Organized Sports 
Society, www.gloss.org lnfo@gloss.org 
GLOW- at PPL 

HAVEN GLBTYouth Group of the UUCLV- 
call:6 1 0 -8 6 8 - 2 1 5 3, email 
havenyouthgroup @ hotmail.com 
Integrity- Lesbian & Gay Episcopalians Family 
& Friends meets quarterly. 610-758-8642 
gamba.guy@verizon.net" 

Infoline - Greater LV GLBT Infoline: 610 
HELP 123 (435-7123) M-F 6pm -9pm Office 
610-432-5449info@padiversity.org 
INTERWEAVE - GLBTAI group at the UUCLV 
3rd Sundays.. lnterweave_UUCLV@ yahoo 
aroups..com. www.uuclvpa.org 610-866-7652. 
LVGMC -Lehigh Valley Gay Men’s Chorus, 
email: inf o@lvmgc.org, <www.lvgmc.org> 
610-366-3320, rehearsals:Tues.-Wesley Unitec 
Methodist Church, 2540 Center St., Bethlehem 
Lehigh Valley Transsexual Coalition- 610 
610-997-0976, humanrights4all @aol.com, 610 
814-0530 JamesHalleman@aol.com 
MCCLV - Metropolitian Community Church 
Lehigh Valley, 930 N 4th St., Allentown Services 
10:30am info@mmclv.org 
http://www.mcclv.org 610-709-8800 
Muhlenberg GSA Muhlenberg College 
Organization 610.821.3244 
NCC- Northampton Community College GLE 
Student Union, 610.861.5541 (#1386) or 610 
767-0296 

19th St & Civic Theatre - 610.432.8943 
Out There-Students at Cedar Crest College 
PA-DIversity Network- 610-432-5449 
www.padiversity.org PO Box 22902 Lehigh 
Valley, PA 18002 
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PFLAG - LV Parents Families & Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays, 1st Tues. 1st Pres. Church 
Allentown 610.967.5219 www.eastern-pa- 
pflaa.org 

Pride - Pride of the Greater Lehigh Valley, (Pride 
Festival) 6 1 0.770.6200, email: 
<info @ prideglv.org >, <www.pridelv.org> 
Progressive Students Alliance - 
www.Tehigh.edu/~inpstua/lvpsa/whatpsa.htm 
Quakers-LV Friends Meeting-Rt 512 N of Rte 
22 Bethlehem, Wbrship 9:30am. 610-691-3411. 
RAA- Rainbow AA meetings Monday & 
Thursdays, 7:30p. 2nd fit Church of the 
^Mediator -1620Turner St. Allentown, AA Hotline: 
610-882-0558. 

Rainbow Families -donniear1ucas@msn.com 
* 060 - Renaissance Transgender Assoc., 

Meets at MCCLV renlv.org 

Reading P-FLAG- 610-967-5219 
Reading Pride - Festival in Reading 
www.readingpridecelebration. ora 
SC Sanctuary CounselingG:BT Support 
Group 1st & 3rd Mondays 6:30pm 515 Old 
Swede Rd. Douglassville, Berks County 610- 
" com 


Planned 

Parenthood, 48 South 4th Street, Reading PA 
610-376-0137 

UUCLV - Unitarian Universalist Church LV, 424 
Center St., Bethlehem, 18018 610.866.7652. 

VGP - Valley Gay Press, 610.432.5449, 
VGP@padiversity.org VGP PO Box 22902 
Lehigh Valiev PA 18002 www.padiversity.org 
Wacnovia-GALEA- Gay and Lesbian Employee 
Association. ContactGALEA@W3£hovia.com 

SPECIA L UPCOMING E VENTS: 

RAINBOW AA - MON & THURS 
SANCTUARY COUN5ELING- 
1ST&3RD MONDAY 
LVGMC REHEARSALS -TUES 
LV PFLAG - 1ST TUESDAY 
READING - PFLAG 3RD TUES 
ALLENTOWN PFLAG - 1ST TUES 
K-TWN GLBT RADIO - TUES 
MGCLV TEJ AS WOMANS GRP - WEDS 
LV HAVEN-WEDS 
READING SPECTRUM - WEDS 
MONROE PFLAG - 3RD WEDS 
JAN.A\ARIUN.SEPT,DEC ONLY 
POtYsVILLE PFLAG - 3RD THURS 
MCCLV 2<7-30 S -LAST THURS 
MCCLV KIDS MOVIE -THURS 
GLOSS RAC-BALL-THURS & SAT 
GLOSS BOWLING -2ND FRI 
MCCLV POTLUCK- LAST SUN 
MCCLV WEIGHT LOSS- SUNS 
LV BEARS-1ST SAT 
GLOSS PINOCHLE-2ND SAT 
RENAISSANCE -2ND SAT 
INTERWEAVE - 3RD SUNDAY 
DIGNITY - 2ND ♦ 4TH SUN 

NOV 3-9 - 19TH ST THEATRE 
NOV 4 - ELECTION DAY 
NOV 6-8 - PENN STATE BERKS 
NOV 7-8 - TOUCHSTONE 
NOV 7-15 - 19TH ST THEATRE 
NOV 8 - MCCLV BRUNCH 
NOV 13 - CIVIC THEATRE 
NOV 13-15 - PENN STATE BERKS 
NOV 14 - PRIDE COMEDY 
NOV 14 - TOUCHSTONE 
NOV 14-15- PLAY@ MCCLV 
NOV 15 - PDN @ RACC 
CIVIL RIGHTS/ADVOCACY 
NOV 16 - FACT TEA DANCE 
NOV 17 - FACT ANNUAL MTG 
NOV 21 - TOUCHSTONE 
NOV 22 - LVGMC CONCERT 
NOV 22-23 - RAINBOW PLRS 
DEC 7 - FACT SNOWBALL 
DEC 9-10 -TOUCHSTONE 
DEC 14-PDN BINGO 


| MCC'S RAINBOW 
PLAYERS 

MCC 5 RAINBOW PLAYERS 
AUDITIONS FORTH El RTOWN 

for their second production, Their Town," a 
gay-themed comedy on gay marriage rights 
inspired by the classic "Our Town" on Saturday, 
November 22 from 1 -4pm and Sunday, 
November 23 from 2-4pm. at MCCLV, 930 
North 4th Street, 1st Floor, Allentown, PA. 
Please check the website at 
http://rainbowplayers.mcclv.org/ for more 
information on the show and the character 
profiles - or email Dean Hiatt, Artistic Director, at 
robdean@ptd.net or call at 718-664-3713. 
"Their Town" will be presented the weekend of 
February6&7. 

Rainbow Players Theater Company is 
proud to present the line up for its inaugural 
season! Each production will run Friday and 
Saturday nights at 8pm, as well as a 2pm 
Saturday matinee. Fifty percent (50%) of the 
proceeds of the evening performances will 
benefit MCCLV ministries to the 
community, while 50% of the matinee 
proceeds will benefit a GLBTA organization 
in the Lehigh Valley and throughout the 
state. 

THE BIG VOICE: COD ORMERMAN?" 

BookbyJimBrochu 

Music & Lyrics by Steve Schalchlin 

November 14,2008 - 8:00 PM 

November 15,2008 - 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM. 

Matinee Recipient - FACT (Fighting Aids 

CointinueouslyTogether) 

In THE BIG VOICE, Jim Brochu & Steve 
Schalchlin have musicalized their long term 
relationship and hilariously proved that theatre 
is as much a calling as religion. This high 


energy, razzle-dazzle show chronicles 
the lives of a Baptist from Arkansas and a 
Catholic from Brooklyn who find eternal 
salvation in the temple of musical theatre. 
It’s a comedy about a ‘gay marriage’ 
between two men created by the couple 
themselves.” 

TH El RTOWN" 

by Paula Martinac 
February 6-7,2009 

Matinee Recipient - PA Diversity 
Network 

A gay-themed comedy on gay marriage 
rights inspired by the classic "OurTown." 

Single mother of a 16 year-old daughter 
Margaret Craig, is elected town clerk of 
Grover's Corners, New Hampshire - of 
Our Town fame. Meanwhile Mayor Joe 
Hersey, wants to further his career and aid 
the economy by performing a legal same- 
sex marriage ceremony. But the town 
council president, Lyle Hawkins starts an 
anti-gay "Take Back Our Town" 
movement that threatens Margaret's new 
job if she records the same-sex marriage 
As the issue becomes more personal for 
Margaret, her coming-to-termsprocess is 
aided when a statue of Thornton Wilder, 
author of Our Town, comes to life. Wilder 
himself, Margaret learns, was a closeted 
homosexual. 

"AN EVENING OF ONE-ACTS" 

May 1-2,2009 

Matinee Recipient - Pride of the GLYs 
RainbowScholarship 

"AN EVENING OF ONE-ACTS 6 
PERFORMANCE ART- 

August 7-8,2009 

Matinee Recipient-Turning Point 


RANTS & RAVES BY STEPHEN T. LIBBY 

By the time you read this we should know who will be leading the country for at least the 
next four years. I hope its Tina Fey. Okay, seriously, I was a l-filary backer until the rest of 
the dems picked Obama as our candidate. And, I'm okay with Obama, I just don't feel like 
we know the new kid on the block well enough at this point. He promises roses and 
sunshine as does every candidate every election, but I knew better when Hilary does it. 
The Clinton's aren't perfect but I'm comfortable with their imperfections. I dont like 
everything about Hilary but I know what I like and what I dont like. That's a moot point now 
so I'll try to move on. Fifteen days prior to the election and I dont know how to feel about 
Obama. The last debate had both men barely answering questions and mostly slinging 
mud at each other. 

Are we supposed to be taking McCain's run seriously? Sarah Palin. Really?! I know 
she reaches out to conservatives in general and republican women who think they're being 
progressive by voting for her, but... Really?! I thought we trying to prove to the rest of the 
world that the last 8 years were a fluke. That we had a collective brain fart. If Sarah Palin 
gets to within one heartbeat of the presidency, how do we explain that? Don't get me 
wrong. I know why she was chosen and on the levels I cited it makes sense. And I think 
she was a great sport and showed a great sense of humor with her Saturday Night Live 
appearance. But we need someone in office whose credentials include more than the 
ability to laugh at oneself and can kill a moose from a helicopter. 

But really, God bless all of them. I wouldn't want the job. Would you? It's quite a 
thankless position and look at the mess the elected has to clean up! I think they are crazy 
to want it. They should be debating on who has to take it. “I don't want it, that one can have 
it.” “Uh, no thanks. I have a friend who's a...terrorist, yeah that's it. Besides you're a 
maverick. You take it.” May the new president have a plan that gives us something to be 
thankful for this November. If not, hand the baton to Tina Fey. She's an effective multi¬ 
tasker. Happy Thanksgiving to you and yours. 
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IANOTHERFAMIL Y VAC ATI O N 

October is family vacation month for us. For the last two years 
I in October, the three of us have gone cruising ... Disney style. 
I Great month to do a family vacation with a pre-school age child. 
I Rates are cheaper and the weather is great. Plus, no worries 
| about missing school. 

We had a wonderful vacation. It wasn’t a gay family cruise, just 
la family cruise that felt very gay friendly. As it was last year, 
I there weren’t many obviously gay, or lesbian families on the 
I cruise. There were one or two other couples that may have 

■ been gay, possibly with children, but our encounters with them 
I were fleeting. The crew on that ship had come from all over the 
I world, some were obviously gay, like our favorite bartender, but 
I they all had only one goal, to make it a week to remember for our 
I family. They treated us like royalty, like two kings (or queens if 
| you will) and a little prince. 

Lucas had a great time. For the first time he became truly 
I confident of himself and his swimming abilities in a pool aboard 
I the ship. He made lots of friends in the clubhouse where he 
I spent much time (his choice,) with other children and counselors 
I while his dads enjoyed adult activities in other areas of the ship 
lor on the islands. Although we stopped at Key West, we 
I unfortunately were too pressed for time to indulge in any of the 
I gay hot spots on this island. We did pass the Key West 
I Metropolitan Community church on a trolley ride, though. 

The counselors looked forward to Lucas’s arrival at the 
I clubhouse, and they assured us it was a pleasure to have him 
I there, although we know first hand that he has the ability to wear 
lourpatiencethinonaregularbasis. Not that week though. First 

■ sign of trouble, Lucas was off to the clubhouse, our choice, and 
| us to the island bar. We all remained happy. 

We did tour the islands together as a family. Lucas got his hair 
I braided by a local woman. He was certain we were turning him 
I into a girl, but with his dark complexion he looked like a little 
I island boy and he ended up much happier because his new do 
| required no combingor brushing for over a week. 

Surprisingly, we palled around with another family from 
I Kentucky that had a child Lucas’s age. We had such a great 
I time together that we all booked another family vacation aboard 
| the same cruise ship the same time next year. 

READ MORE IN THE 
RAINBOW FAMILIES 
SECTION OF 
PA DIVERSITY NETWORK'S 
WEB SITE AT WWW.PAPIVERSITY.ORC. 

DON HERTZFELDT TO APPEAR 
AT CIVIC THEATRE 

I For one night only, award-winning animator Don Hertzfeldtwill 
I be in Allentown at Civic Theatre to debut his latest film, “I am so 
I proud of you” followed by a Q&A . November 13, 7:30 pm. 
iHertzfeldt will also be presenting his previous oeuvres, 
I including the Oscar-nominated "Rejected" and the Sundance 
I Film Festival 2007 winner for Best Short Film "Everything Will 
I Be OK". Tickets in advance until November 12th and can be 
I purchased by calling Civic’s Box Office, 10 am to 4 pm 
I weekdays, at 610.432.8943. $8 in advance, $10 at the door and 
I $7 anytime for Civic Film Members. Find more information on 
I Don Hertzfeldtatwww.bitterfilms.com 
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By Attorney Kate Lynn 



OUR RICHT TO VOTE 

Dear Kate. I have been telling my boyfriend that we need to vote 
on November 4. He tells me his vote does not matter, and even if 
it did, he would vote for “the other guy.” How can I convince him, 
and my other non-political friends, that every vote counts? This 
election is SO important! Signed, a Concerned Voter 

Dear CV: Our United States Constitution guarantees certain 
rights, such as free speech, freedom of religion and freedom of 
the press, trial by jury, right to bear arms, and freedom to be 
secure in our homes against unreasonable searches and 
seizures. There is no “right to vote” contained in the 
Constitution. Rather, there is language in the Constitution that 
tells us how we cannot be denied the right to vote. For example, 
you cannot be denied the right to vote because of race [15th 
Amendment] or gender [19th Amendment]. Anyone eighteen 
years of age or older can vote [26th Amendment], and you can 
vote even if you fail to pay a poll tax [24th Amendment]. 

The Constitution requires that our Representatives and 
Senators be elected by the People; who “the People” are has 
been expanded by the Amendments listed above. Other than 
these constitutional requirements, specific voter qualifications 
are left to the individual states. So long as the state laws do not 
conflict with the federal mandate, that right can be withheld. For 
example, “incompetents” and felons may be denied the right to 
vote. Interestingly, although an 18 year old must be permitted to 
vote, states can allow voters youngerthan 18 to vote. 

On November 19, 1863 when dedicating the Soldiers' 
National Cemetery in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, President 
Abraham Lincoln described democracy as "government of the 
people, by the people, and for the people." The people must 
decide who will lead them for our government to be "by the 
people." There are millions of people around the world who 
have no say in who governs them. You have the power - 
exercise it. And to those who believe that every single vote does 
not count, remember the 2000 presidential election. Al Gore 
won the popular vote and George W. Bush won the electoral 
vote, both by less than one percent. In Florida, Bush won by 
only 537 votes but received 25 valuable electoral votes If you 
need one more reason to vote, remember that presidents have 
the opportunity to appoint Supreme Court justices; these 
lifetime appointments help shape our highest court in the nation 
for years. Three of our last four Presidents were in office for 
eight years. In eight years, six of the nine justices will be older 
than 78! 

Vote your conscience. Vote your party. VOTE. See you at the 
polls on November 4! 

Kate Lynn is a solo practitioner whose primary office is located 
in Allentown. Kate can be reached at (610) 435-7770 or on her 
websiteat www.katelynnlaw.com. The law firm includes Kate's 
partner Lori and two unpaid but hard working office dogs, 
Crockettand Diego. 

Disclaimer: The information presented herein is for information 
only, and should not be construed to be formal legal advice nor 
the formation of an attorney - client relationship. A qualified legal 
professional must possess full knowledge of a client's particular 
facts and circumstances in order to render a valid legal opin ion. 


UPCOMING MOVIES AT19TH STREET THEATRE IN 
ALLENTOWN 

WONDERFUL TOWN - November 3-9 
I SERVED THE KING OF ENGLAND - November 7-15 


CHECKOUT PA DIVERSITY'S WEBSITE AT WWW.PADIVERSITY.ORC 

















CHECKOUT PA DIVERSITY'S WEBSITE ATWWW.PADIVERSITY.ORC 


FAITH PACES by Adrian Shanker] 

NOTVOTINCISTHEWRONC ANSWER 

The stakes are just too high this year. The LG BT/Queercommunity 
has to go out to vote in droves. The last eight years have proven to 
be among the worst in recent times for our comm unity, with multiple 
attempts at anti-gay constitutional amendments, absolutely zero 
federal gains for the LGBT/Queer community, and anti-gay 
constitutional amendments passing in multiple states. If there is 
ever a time to remind our community of why we need to be a solid 
voting block, it is now. 

We have a Democratic Party platform that supports almost all 
forms of LGBT equality and a Republican Platform that encourages 
anti-gay initiatives. We have one Presidential candidate (Barack 
Obama) who supports the LGBT movement for equality in every 
thing except for marriage equality. And we have a Presidential 
candidate (John McCain) who does not support even basic rights for 
ourcommunity or recognition for any of our relationships. 

We have an incumbent Congressman (Charles Dent) who actually 
voted for the Federal Marriage amendmentthat would have banned 
legal recognition of same-sex relationships in any form, and a 
Democratic challenger, (Sam Bennett) who has committed to 
working towards full legal marriage equality for same-sex couples 
and who supports every piece of legislation the LGBT community 
will be fighting for in the next session. We have an incumbent State 
Representative (Jennifer Mann) who has voted with the LGBT 
community 100% of the time since she has been in office, and we 
have her Republican Challenger (Mike Welsh) who has made public 
statements against the rights of the LGBT community. 

It really is too bad that LGBT equality is a partisan issue -1 would 
love to reach across the aisle and work to get Republican 
candidates elected who will work towards equal rights. But at least in 
this Election, that isn't possible - the Republican candidates in every 
race have made a decision to not supportour rights. 

Simply put, the LGBT/Queercommunity cannot wait another four 
years to get some basic laws passed. We need an Employment Non 
Discrimination Act inclusive of Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity, we need comprehensive Hate Crimes Legislation, we need 
to end so-called “Abstinence Education,” we need to replace some 
aging Supreme Court Justices with new Justices that are supportive 
of LGBT equality, we need to see some federal recognition of same- 
sex relationships. We need a presidency that will not give us a third 
term of George Bush's anti-gay record. We need to elect a 
Presidential and Vice Presidential candidate who will give us the 
change we need in Washington that will give our community the laws 
and policies we need. We need supportive Congressional 
candidates as well. Help get out the LGBT vote! 


EPISCOPAL CONVENTION 
RECOMMENDS SAME CENDER 
UNIONS TO NATIONAL BODY 

At their October 10-11 Convention in Reading, PA, 
Episcopalians of the Diocese of Bethlehem overwhelmingly 
passed a resolution askinq the national Church Convention meeting 
next summer in Anaheim California to proceed with the development 
of Rites for Same Gender Blessings/Union. "I don't like dogs, but if 
we can bless them, boats and objects of all kinds, we can surely 
bless humans who commit themselves in love!" said Dixie White of 
Bethlehem. 

The significance of this resolution cannot be underestimated as for 
Episcopalians the way they pray is the way they do theology. To add 
a Rite means to reflect an attitude of theology which is unlike most 
other churches. "This was amazingly smooth without rancor or 
malice and we (LGBT Episcopalians) felt a great deal of support 
from the Convention", said The Rev. T. Scott Allen of Allentown. 
Integrity, the Episcopal LGBT organization, had a table and highly 
visible presence at the convention. (See the resolution on page 12) 


VALLEY CAY PRESS 


? 


Publisher. 

Publisner. cauor — reunuia oumvan 
Columnists: Liz Bradbury, Patricia Sullivan, Donnie 
Snyder, Earl Snyder, Stephen Libby, 

Scott Laubner, Sue Sneermaer, Adrian Snanker, 

Kate Lynn, Phil Healing, AjA Lyons and others 

Valley Gay Press - The Lehigh Valley and Berks 
County's Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual & Transgender 
Community Opinion and Newspaper (VGP) 
operates as pan of Pennsylvania Diversity Network. 
VGP owns the copyright to its articles and columns. No 
part may be reproduced without written permission of 
the Publisher. VGP offers free copies for direct mail and 
hand-out distribution to Lehigh Valley area not-for-profit 
organizations and businesses. The editorial columns and 
political cartoons that appear in the Valley Gay Press 
express the opinions of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinion or attitude of this 
publication. VGP makes no indication of the sexual 
orientation or gender identity of persons, organizations, 
or businesses mentioned in any issue. 

Organizations that have VGPs for hand-out 
distribution: 

Metropolitan Community Church of the Lehigh Valley 
1901 S. 12th Street, Allentown 610-709-8800 
PFLAG Allentown, Reading and Pottsville -- see 

meeting schedule 

Pride House at Muhlenberg College, Allentown 
19th Street Theater - 527 N 19th St. Allentown 
Lehigh Valley Unitarian Universalist Church 
(UUCLV) - 424 Center St., Bethlehem 
Haven GLBTA Youth Group at UUCLV 
10 Libraries in Berks County, Allentown Library 
Planned Parenthood NEPA 48 S. 4th St. Reading 
Easy Does It Clubhouse (Berks County), 
Readinq Community Theatre - 
11th & Buttonwood Sts Reading 
Allen HS GSA , Reading HS GSA. Gov Miflin HS GSA 
Wilson High School GSA, Berks AIDS Network 
Berks Mens Social Group, Kutztown Univ GLBT Center 
Reading Area Community College Library 

Businesses that have VGPs for hand-out distribution: 
Diamonz Nightclub - 1913 W. Broad St., Bethlehem 
Stonewall Bar - 28-30 N. 10th St., Allentown 
Candida’s - 247 N. 12th St., Allentown 
Hava Java Coffee Shop - N. 19th St. Allentown 
Dreamscape Comics — 302 W. Broad St., Bethlehem 
The Woods Campground 
Red Star Saloon - 11 S. 10th St, Reading 
Sanctuary Counseling -515 Old Swede Road, 
Douglasville 

Valley Gay Press is published 10 times a year 
monthly, excepting February and September. 
Deadlines are the 18th of the previous month. 
PDN's membership cycle begins in January. 
Circulation: 1000-2000 papers per issue. 
Readership: 3500, monthly, 35k readers a year. 

To Contact Valley Gay Press: 

Mail to:PO Box 22902 Lehigh Valley, PA 18002 
Phone: 610-432-5449 Email: info@padiversity.org 
To arrange for your group or organization to 
receive copies to distribute, contact VGP. Some 
restrictions apply. 
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LAST CHANCE TO PAY 
PA DIVERSITY NETWORK 
2009 MEMBERSHIP DUES 
ATTHECURRENT RATE 
OF JUST $15 / $20 

IN NOVEMBER 
PA DIVERSITY'S DUES 
WILL INCREASE TO $20 
FOR AN INDIVIDUAL AND 
$25 FOR A FAMILY 
MEMBERSHIP 

PLEASE SUPPORT PDN BY 
PAY INC YOUR DUES NOW 

Currently membership to PA Diversity Network, which 
brings you a subscription to the Valley 6ay Press, is just 
$15 for an individual membership and $20 for a family 
membership. 

PA Diversity Network is a not-for-profit volunteer driven 
organization which supports the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 
and Transgender community of the Greater Lehigh Valley 
and Berks County. PDN’s projects include: The Valley Gay 
Press, The GLBT Infoline, the PDN Resource Web Site, 
the PDN Photo Project - 300 Same-sex Couples and 
Rainbow Families. PDN also fights individual instances of 
discrimination on a case by case basis, does 
presentations to organizations, educational institutions 
and businesses on GLBT issues, and brings the 
community entertaining and fun activities like special 
concert events, art shows, community action 
opportunities, Bingo, and participation with other 
organizations. 

PDN exists and functions financially in great part on 
contributions and memberships from people like you. 
Please become a 2009 member of PDN and further 
support PDN with a contribution. PDN is a 501 (c)3 tax 
deductibleorganization. 

TO PAY YOUR PDN 
DUES ON LINE! 

JUSTCOTO "MEMBERSHIP" AT 
WWW.PADIVER5ITY.ORC 
ITS EASY, ITS SECURE. 


CIRCULATE YOUR CROUP'S INFO 

VGP is a free way for GLBTA friendly groups and 
organizations to get their information to hundreds of 
people in the Greater Lehigh Valley and Berks County. If 
you represent a pro-GLBT group or organization, or if you 
would like to start one, email PA Diversity Network 
(info@padiversityorg) or call the PDN offices at 610-432- 
5449 to find out how to list and circulate information about 
yourgroup. 


CHECKOUT PA DIVERSITY'S WEBSITE AT WWW.PADIVERSITY.ORC 




























CHECKOUT PA DIVERSITY'S WEBSITE ATWWW.PADIVERSITY.ORC 



LIZ OUT LOUD ©[n 

FACEBOOK Hu, ti'iadLuAtf. 

I’m kind of fascinated witn the vast number of 
interesting people I’m now in touch with through 
FaceBook (FB). In case you’ve been living in a cave 
for the last year - FB is an on-line social network for 
people over 18. I began using it as a way to get 
information about PA Diversity Network to college- 
age community members, and information about the novel I wrote 
to potential Lesbian readers. It seems to have worked fairly well 
and there have also been some interestinaand unforeseen perks. 

Some of the nice things about FB are: lt r s free. It’s easy to put up 
photos and videos. It’s easy to IM people. Young people are more 
likely to use it than email to communicate. It’s easy to locate old 
friends, or make connections with new ones. And “status updates” 
keep you feeling as though you’re in touch. 

Facebook allows you to scroll through your high school and 
college rosters for those with FB accounts and then send old 
friends messages. I’m now in contact friends from high school and 
college I haven’t otherwise heard from in years. Some of them I’ve 
known since elementary school. One is a Lesbian, and one has a 
Lesbian daughter. 

This lovely group of old friends all joined the PA Diversity Network 
group, and joined the Maggie Gale Mystery Readers group as well 
and they also all bought my book, with no strong arming from me! 
We send each other a line or two every month or so, and then there 
are the little status reports people post about themselves. 

Meanwhile, in my quest for readers and potential buyers of my 
book, I sent a number of “friend requests” to FB Lesbian literary 
groups. I offered readers excerpts and short stories on my author's 
page at www.lizbradbury.boudicapublishing.com and many of 
these young Lesbians have joined the FaceBook group for Maggie 
Gale Mystery Readers. I heard from one young college woman, 
A’Ja Lyons, who turned out to be a very serious and capable writer. 
She is now the new Valley Gay Press book reviewer. 

Many of these people live all over the world, and I’ve learned 
three things aboutthem: 

First: These young women actually do read the excerpts of my 
books, and even write to me about them ... but unlike my old high 
school friends, they don’t buy it. 

Second: Even though many of these young women live in far 
away countries... they all seem to read and write English quite well 
- which makes me feel pretty stupid because I’m not remotely 
fluent in any other language. 

Third and most interesting: When these self-identified 
Lesbians in Belgium, The Netherlands, The UK, Spain, and 
Canada, say in their profiles that they are married -- they really are 
legally married to the women they love! 

These FB connections have made me wonder: What would it be 
like if we lived in one of those countries where we could legally 
marry the ones we love, get full health care, and not have to waste 
our time and money fighting for rights we should already have? 
What if the millions of dollars being spent by both sides on Prop. 8 
in California, were being spent on supporting the arts or sheltering 
the homeless? If we lived where equality was already secured, I 
could use my free time teaching the kids in the school across the 
street to read. We all could. 

Having this FaceBook connection with GLBT people in other 
countries has made me acutely aware of what our country lacks. 
I’m sure young people using FB see it too, and as a result, I hope 
they are even more committed to demanding the full legal equality 
in this country that people in other countries have already begun to 
take for granted. 

I'D BE HAPPY TO BE YOUR FACEBOOK FRIEND, FEEL 

FREE TO ADD ME TO YOUR FACEBOOK LIST AND 

PLEASE JOIN THE FACEBOOK CROUPS FOR PA 
DIVERSITY NETWORK AND MACCIE CALE MYSTERY 
READERS. 
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DP BENEFITS AT THE HOSPITAL 

Lehigh Valley Hospital will now offer domestic 
partner benefits to its employees. 
Congratulations to the LVH employees, 
physicians, physician assistants, nurses and 
allies who strongly lobbied for these benefits. 

Competing for and being named one of 
Money Magazines “Best Places to Work" actually helped shed 
light on the absence of equality at LVH. Obviously to maintain 
that standing required increasingly progressive employment 
policies. 

It was also a distinct advantage that when LVH finally added 
sexual orientation to its non discrimination policy, this policy 
included not only hiring and firing, but benefits as well. Another 
highly significant but not very public factor was medical staff 
recruitment. LVH attempted to recruit physicians who wanted 
the benefits. At least one was already in a position where the 
benefits were given and unwilling to give those benefits up to 
move to LVH. LVH finally had to recognize that to maintain its 
competitive edge, it must provide equality in benefits. That's 
why Fortune 500 companies institute progressive business 
practices - to have a competitive edge to recruit the best 
employees. 

Now Lehigh Valley Hospital can legitimately tout itself as the 
“best place to work 'Mn the Lehigh Valley for gay and lesbian 
health care workers. It is important to note however, LVH still 
does not recognize gender identity as a protected class in its 
equal employment policy unless the employee works in a LVH 
facility located in a municipality with an anti-bias law (Allentown 
or Easton). So, LVH does not have full equality in practice for 
ourcommunity. 

Now that LVH has domestic partner benefits, will St. Luke's 
Hospital follow suit? Not likely in the short term. Employees at 
St. Luke's have lobbied their administration as well, but to date 
we are unaware of any high level administrators or physicians 
who are lobbying in support of the benefits. A staff person in the 
benefits division of St. Luke's Human Resources Department 
told me there are no plans to institute domestic partner benefits 
at St. Luke's Hospital and my calls to the person in charge of 
benefits at St. Luke's were not returned at press time. 

Experience has taught us a few things about what it takes to 
get a business to offer domestic partnerbenef its. If you want the 
benefits you have to ask for them. Businesses love to say no 
one has asked or that there are no employees who qualify. 
When you ask, they try to say it costs too much. When you 
present the data that dispels that myth, they say that their 
insurers won’t provide the coverage, another myth. Finally, they 
hold out until it just becomes too uncomfortable for them to 
deny the coverage. The most important thing for you to 
remember is the ultimate argument for domestic partner 
benefits is: It is the rightthingtoao. 

Never let anyone distract you in your quest for equality in 
benefits, by insisting you justify needs or provide cost 
assessments. All the arguments against providing equality in 
benefits are spurious. Simply put, an employer that does not 
offer DP benefits, does not support its gay and lesbian 
employees. There is no viable argument against equality. 

At least now, in the Lehigh Valley, gay and lesbian health care 
workers have a choice between hospitals that support them 
and ones which do not. 


"On July 29, 08 Republican appointee, Federal Judge K. 
Michael Moore ruled in Yasmin Gonzalez vs. School Board 
of Okeechobee County that not only can the (GSA) club 
meet but also that a school board" is obligated to take into 
account the well-being of its non-heterosexual students." 
- From Deb Price’s column 









1. The first presidential candidate tomcTude the word 
gay in a nomination acceptance speech was: 

2. 4 year bed mate Joshua Speed, is just one reason 

why President_has been considered gay by some 

historians. 

3. Many conservative historians desperately ignore the 

historical information that indicates Abe Lincoln was gay 
but few historian refute that 15th President_was gay. 

4. T or F: James Buchanan was unmarried when he was 
elected. 

5. T or F: James Buchanan’s niece Harriet Lane served 
as his first lady. 

6. T or F: James Buchanan’s (rumored to be) "boyfriend" 
was William Rufus King. 

7. T or F: William Rufus King is considered by many to be 
the first gay Vice President. 

8. TorF: William Rufus King was VP to Franklin 
Roosevelt. 

9. In 2007 an article in the Chronicle for Higher 

Education stated that at that time there were_US 

College or Univ. Presidents who were openly gay or 
lesbian. 

lO.Openly jgay actor Will Geer played George 
Washington in 1972 on . a sitcom that featured many 
gay actors including DicYSargentand Paul Lynde. 
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VALLEY CAY PRESS BOOK REVIEW 

REVIEW BY A'jA LYONS 

" Baby Remember My Name: An Anthology of Queer 
Girl Writing" edited by Michelle Tea, Da Capo Press 
2007 

Michelle Tea, author of 'Rose of No Man's Land' and 
acclaimed spoken word artist, has gathered a collection 
of queer core writings that will please any fan of the 
genre. While not every story features a queer 
protagonist, the writing is truly queer; not just lesbian, 
gay, or transgender. All of the writings embrace truth and 
individuality defy conventional notions, and further 
shake up this already liberal writing genre. 

In 'Keep Your Goals Abstract* by Page McBee, a 
woman emotionally deals with her father's suicide and 
funeral. Her mother's insistence that she keep many of 
her fathers' belongings delivers deep emotional blows, 
as she seeks a farewell to disturbing memories and 
future solace with a lover. 

'Juan the Brave' by Claudia Rodriguez, is a story about 
a young Transgenoer Latino boy who refuses to allow 
the neighborhood children to call him 'Erica.' No matter 
what anyone thinks of him, as those around him attempt 
to figure him out, Juan stays true to himself. 

The most heartwarming tale is Jenna Heniy's *Sunshine 
in the Fat End.'A preteen girl named Jessie has to care 
for her autistic savant brother while her irresponsible 
mother spends her time doing drugs with her boyfriend. 
Jessie finds consolation with Gloria, her trailer park 
neighbor, a teenage girl not much older than she is, who 
is the sole provider for herself and her little brother. 

Most of the stories have dark undertones, a few others 
like the comic strip piece by Katie Fricas, are fairly 
lighthearted. Within the collection is a story sure to 
please any fan of queer literature. 
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accommodation. 

PA Diversity Network 
GLUT Infoline 
PA-GALA 
Rainbow Families 
vaiey Gay Press 

Allentown Human 
Relations Commission 

PFLAG Lehigh Nfeliey 

GLORA 

Pride ot the GLV 
LV Gay Men’s Chorus 
NCC GLUT Student Union 

The Lehigh \fclley 
LaborParty 

EQUAL! at Agere 

Out There - Cedar Crest 
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f VOTE NOV 4TH!!! 


CONNECTICUT PASSES FULL 
SAME-SEX MARRIACE RICHTS 
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QUOTE #1 

“Demanding that people not talk about being gay because 
it’s not “relevant” is just stupid and it is only possible to 
make such an ignorant statement from a position of 
relative privilege and power. It is, indeed, as someone else 
has noted, a demand for gay people to be invisible; ‘exist 
as long as you don’t let us know you are gay, because we 
don’t want to hear about it.’" - A response to on-line 
comments on an article in the Chronicle for Higher 
Education that stated that at that time there were 8 US 
College or Univ. Presidents who were openly gay or 
lesbian. Some comments suggested that the sexual 
orientation of a college president is not relevant, so it 
should not be mentioned. 


QUOTE #2 

“Resolved, This 137th Convention of the Diocese of 
Bethlehem (PA) requests the 2009 General Convention of 
The Episcopal Church, meeting in Anaheim, California, to 
decide to proceed with the task of developing rites for use in 
blessing same gender couples.” - From the Episcopal 
Conventionm^ctoberin^eadinc^PA^^^^^^^^^ 


LV Community 
Acton Commrtlee 

GLEE at Air Products 
FACT 

AIDS Outreach 


“With the election and fBWSff meltdown dominating 
headlines, the Connecticut ruling didn't really get that much 
attention over the weekend-certainly nothing like the 
attention showered on the Massachusetts and California 
decisions when they were handed down. In fact, the entire 
episode felt oddly unremarkable. Maybe that is its own form 
of progress.” - Richard Just from the New Republic about 
Connecticut’srecentpassageof full marriage rights 


GLOSS 

LEPOCO 

Dun^dSreet 
AIDS Services Center 
Theatre Outlet 
Integrity - Bethlehem 

Society otFnends 
(Quakers) 

Civic Theater 
19th StreetTheatre 

The Latin Alliance 
The Enigma Players 

Properties Ot Merit 
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Puerto Rear Cultural 


GLBT Infol 



61 O-HELP-123 

(61 P-425 7122) 


PHOTO OF THE MONT 

PDN 5K FICHT BREAST CANC 
WOMEN'S RACE TEAM 
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LV Turning Point 

MuW AssocStIon a,er 

LV Crime Vfctxns Council 
Touchstone Theater 

Coo «ses: Am 

The Consistory ot St 
Peter's UCC - Allentown 

United Friends School 
Quaker! own 

LV Transsexual Coalition 
Lenigh valley Transmen 

GLEF (Gay & Lesbian 
Epscopakans &Frends) 



Just a few of the 30 women who were part of PA Diversity 
Network's team for the race. Check out a full album of 
photos of the whole team, the race and the brunch 
afterwards. See: www.padiversitv.org 2008 Events 




CHECKOUT PA DIVERSITY NETWORKS WEBSITE AT WWW.PAPIVEmiTV.Oim 







































